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Dear Members:

I am truly honored to be President of the Junior League of

 Pelham for 2016-2017. There are so many people to thank

for last year’s success and so many things to be excited about

as we start a new League year. First, I would like to give a

heartfelt thanks to Melissa Mulrooney Deighton, President

extraordinaire! Melissa led us through the opening of

Woodland Park, our 75th Anniversary Gala, and one of our

largest incoming membership classes in years! Equally inspiring were the tireless efforts of

Lisa Hill-Ries, VP of Fundraising, and Tyson Newton Stephens and Jenny Ngan Heelan,

our Gala Co-chairs. It was an extremely successful event! All of our guests had a blast and

we were able to hit the aggressive fundraising goal we had set, which ensures that we are

able to continue our project work for our many community beneficiaries. 

I’d also like to thank our board last year, many of whom continue in board positions 

this year. Your leadership inspires me, and I’m proud to call you all friends as well 

as fellow JLP members. 

Now, looking toward the future, we’ve got a phenomenally exciting year ahead! I look

forward to working with more of you this year. It is one of my critical “blue chips” to ensure

our membership stays engaged. Your engagement is the lifeblood of the League. I am always

looking for feedback, so please do not hesitate to contact me to let me know what works for

you and what doesn’t. I challenge each and every one of us to be accountable for our own

engagement and to be a part of the solution! 

We challenged our members last year to determine the kinds of projects they wanted to

see the League be a part of this year. As a result, we have two new projects – CSA and the

Dorm Room Project. CSA focuses on providing food for Community Services Associates, 

a soup kitchen in New Rochelle. The Dorm Room Project focuses efforts on girls who are

the first in their families to go college. We will also continue our County Harvest and 

Pass it on Pelham projects. Exciting news about Pass it on Pelham is that it will be the 

beneficiary for our incoming Provisional class. Jenn DeLeonardo and Devie Perry, 

Co-chairs will work with our Provisional class to scale this project in ways that 

wouldn’t be possible without these dedicated resources. 

Now that Woodland Park is a reality, we are searching for a new Signature Project. The

Research and Development Committee will take the lead on researching options for our

next big project in addition to searching out other potential League projects. 

As always, we will offer training and leadership development for our League members

and hope to partner with several sister Westchester Leagues later this year in that regard. 

Promoting volunteerism, developing the potential of women and improving

 communities is the mission of the Junior League of Pelham. I could not be more 

excited to embark on this mission with you as catalysts for change.

Very best,

Nancy Hawkins, 2016-2017 President
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER

ABOUT POSTINGS
Postings is the JLP
newsletter published once
a year, and offered in both
printed and digital format.
The JLP keeps its members
up-to-date with the JLP
website, weekly e-blasts,
and on the JLP Facebook
page. Postings has now
taken the shape of an 
annual recap of some 
of the Junior League's 
highlights and
 accomplishments 
from the past year.

You can now find Postings
online when you visit
www.jlpelham.org!

MISSION
The Junior League of Pelham 
is an organization of women
 committed to promoting
 voluntarism, developing the
 potential of women, and
 improving the community 
through the effective action 
and leadership of trained 
volunteers. Its purpose 
is exclusively  educational 
and charitable.

VISION
The JLP works together 
to improve the lives of families
and promote the enrichment 
of Pelham and neighboring 
communities.

OUR COMMITMENT TO 
DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION
JLP welcomes all women 
who value our Mission. We 
are  committed to inclusive
 environments of diverse
 individuals, organizations 
and communities.
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CELEBRATING 75 YEARS

The Junior League of
Pelham rolled out the
red carpet to celebrate

its years of service to the com-
munity at its 75th Anniversary
Gala, held at the Pelham
 Country Club on April 2, 2016.
The theme took inspiration
from the glitz and glamour of
the Academy Awards, and nearly
250 guests were encouraged to
dress up as a character from
their favorite award-winning
film from the last 75 years or
don their red carpet finest as
they wined, dined and danced
the night away. 
Junior League presidents were

the focus of the evening, and 17
past presidents were in atten-
dance—each was honored with
a star on the “Pelham walk of
fame,” a cameo in the slideshow
that ran throughout the night,
and an informal ceremony
where they each received a rose. 
“The founding members of the

JLP envisioned an organization
where women could volunteer
their time, develop their skills
and truly make a difference 
in their community,” said
 President Melissa Mulrooney
Deighton. “Today JLP members,
comprised of women with
 different backgrounds, interests,
and careers, work together to
identify unmet needs in the
community and forge coalitions
to effect positive changes in
 Pelham and surrounding areas.”
The Gala was an opportunity

to celebrate the women who
have helped to make an impact
in our town. Co-chairs Tyson
Newton Stephens and Jenny
Ngan Heelan VP of Fund
 Development, Lisa Hill-Ries
and the Gala committee worked

tirelessly to ensure a night 
to remember for the entire
community. Red carpet arrivals
were captured by photographer
Deborah Karson, while JLP
member Sabrina Clark held
quick, E! News-style interviews
with guests. Upon entering the
party, guests were immediately
served champagne and wine,
and the food was chic, abundant,
and delicious. The gorgeous
flowers were donated by
 Artistic Manner, dessert was 
a show-stopping gold cake
 donated by Provisions Bakery,
and Blue Dog Wines donated
split bottles of cava for the favors.
The JLP graciously received

sponsorships from many Pel-
ham businesses, most promi-
nently their two Best Picture
($10,000) sponsors, McClellan
Sotheby’s International Realty
and Meridian Risk Manage-
ment/Joan Solimine Real Estate.
“We are thrilled at the unfailing
enthusiasm of the community
in helping to make this evening
a success,” said Lisa Hill-Ries,
VP of Fund Development.  

Our History
Over the years, the JLP has

had a transformative impact 
on the community. The Pelham
Service League (originally
founded in 1932) was chartered
as the Junior League of Pelham,
Inc. on Jan. 26, 1941, and was
the first Junior League in
Westchester County. Through
the years, the JLP has raised and
invested thousands of  dollars
into the community and its
members have given countless
hours in community service.
Over 250 Pelham women are
members of the JLP today.

Junior League’s Long History of Service 
Was Celebrated at 75th Anniversary Gala

The JLP focuses on improving
the lives of families and promot-
ing the enrichment of Pelham
and neighboring communities.
Over its 75-year history, the JLP
has tackled a broad range of
 issues in areas such as education,
domestic violence, literacy,
 cultural arts, healthy families,
Pelham improvement, and
healthcare and the elderly. 
It has worked on community
beautification through its
 signature projects including
Woodland Park on Wolfs Lane
completed in 2015; Martha
 Emmons Weihman Memorial
Park Restoration Project
 completed in 2009; and Julianne’s
Playground completed in 1999.
Each year, the provisional class

completes a project benefiting
an area non-profit, with recent
projects aiding the Pelham
Chamber of Commerce,
 Bartow-Pell Mansion Museum,
and the Pelham Art Center.
Each year, the JLP distributes 
up to $5,000 to community
 programs and projects in Pelham
and surrounding communities
that address its focus areas of
healthy families, education and
Pelham improvement.
The JLP has a long history 

of bringing cultural events to
Pelham. Members produced
marionette puppet shows in the
late 1930s and formed a musical
therapy performance group
called the League Larks (still in
existence as the Pelham Larks) 

in the 1950s. In the 1970s, JLP’s
theatrical group, called The
Cardboard Company, brought
live, professionally directed 
theater to children in schools,
hospitals and institutions
throughout Westchester County
and the Bronx. The JLP also
sponsored the first Pelham Art
Happening, a town-wide art and
music festival, in spring 1970. 
By 1975, this event spurred the
 creation of the Pelham Art Cen-
ter. Over forty years later, the JLP
and Pelham Art Center continue
to work together by providing
outreach services to underserved
communities, securing grants to
bring free and affordable art pro-
grams to the general public and
coordinating efforts to bring the

Cultural arts have been a part of the JLP
since its founding. Here, early members
perform a marionette show to raise
money for youth arts programs.

Teens were put to work in summer and
casual employment in the 1950s and 
60s through the JLP-sponsored Youth
Employment Service.

Today they are the Pelham Larks, 
but back in the 1950s they began as 
a musical therapy group called the 
League Larks, touring hospitals, 
schools and convalescent homes.
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CELEBRATING 75 YEARS FUND DEVELOPMENT AND EVENTS

community into the downtown
area to recreate, shop and dine.
The JLP has also initiated

 numerous social services projects
in the community, some of
which are still in existence today,
and provided the necessary
 financial and volunteer support
to get these programs up and
running. In the 1950s and 60s,
JLP started the award winning
Youth Employment Services
project in conjunction with the
high school. The project helped
teenagers acquire skills and re-
sponsibility by placing them in
summer and casual employment.

In 1959, the JLP received first
prize at the New York State Fair
Community Service Awards for
the establishment of this project,
and by 1966, had placed more
than 3,000 teenagers in casual
employment. 
What is known today as the

Pelham Children’s Center was a
result of a community-wide
 effort towards providing the
quality day care services Pelham
desperately needed. The JLP
 organized the Pelham Day Care
Steering Committee in 1969 
and provided administrative,
 volunteer and financial help 

(approximately $10,000 was
 donated by the JLP between
1969 and 1972). The doors of
the original Pelham Day Care
Center opened at Church of the
Redeemer on July 7, 1970. Today,
the Pelham Children’s Center is
its own non-profit and is located
in the Richard J. Daronco Town
House on Fifth Avenue. It serves
more than 75 children in its pre-
school and after school childcare
programs, and offers high quality
and developmentally appropriate
childcare, education and
 enrichment programs to the area’s
youngest residents. Tot Drop,

sponsored by the JLP, started in
the mid-1970s as a cooperative
babysitting program open to
 Pelham children between ages
six months and kindergarten at
Huguenot Memorial Church. 
From its inception in the late

1980s and continuing through
today, the JLP has provided
 financial and volunteer support
to the Pelham Public Library. In
1989, the JLP planned the first
fundraising event to benefit the
proposed new library, donated
more than $35,000 itself
through the Library’s opening in
1996 and is considered a library

benefactor. The JLP also provided
another necessary element
 critical to the library’s success:
staffing. A JLP project set up
volunteer staffing for the new
 library, and in 1996 when the
 library first opened, the JLP
 recruited and trained volunteers
for children’s story hour and
other areas.  Up through its
2015-16 year, the JLP continued
to actively provide volunteer
support by providing readers for
the popular Children’s Story Time
program that ran every Tuesday
and Wednesday. Since 2005, JLP
has donated approximately

$20,000 to the library through
various versions of the “Pelham
Loves to Read” project. 
The JLP’s commitment to

 Pelham beautification is
 demonstrated in its numerous
clean-up and revitalization
 projects. In addition to its more
recent signature projects, JLP
women have picked up countless
bags of trash and planted num -
er ous bulbs and flowers, from
Perk Up Pelham in the 1960s,
Pride in Pelham in the 1970-80s,
Green and Clean in the 1990s to
Clean Up Pelham in 2000s.
JLP has served those in need

throughout its 75 years. Today,
the JLP continues to tackle a
broad range of issues in areas
ranging from literacy, healthy
families and domestic violence.
Its Backpack Program provides
weekend food to children
 enrolled in the Boys and Girl
Club of New Rochelle after
school program to ensure they
do not experience hunger when
they are not in school. The food
provided should be sufficient to
meet the needs of a family of four
over the weekend. JLP members
participate in a weekly food
 rescue run for County Harvest.

Its newest project, Pass it on,
 Pelham! collects donations of
gently used baby and children’s
clothing and gear for distribution
to families in need in Pelham
and the surrounding area. In
 addition to its regular projects,
JLP members assist local
 organizations in need of periodic
 volunteer support. Examples
 include the Pelham Children’s
Center Pumpkin Festival, Making
Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk,
 Operation Happy Holidays, My
Sisters’ Place, Amazing Afternoons,
and cook and serve with
 Community Service Associates.



The JLP celebrated the completion 
of our multi-year signature project of a
 natural-themed play space with a ribbon
cutting ceremony on September 10, 2015. 
In 2011, the JLP began planning for a

special community project to commemorate
the League’s 70th anniversary. League
members believed our children needed

more park space and that our downtown
could benefit from families gathering and
visiting local businesses. Woodland Park 
is the culmination of this  signature project. 
This project was made a  success through

the hard work of the JLP Signature Project
committee co-chairs, JLP  leadership,
elected officials who had a vision for a

 revitalized downtown Pelham, and the
generosity of our donors who made this
beautiful nature-based play space a reality. 
Due to the rain, attendees gathered at 

The Picture House and President Melissa
 Mulrooney Deighton thanked everyone for
their dedication and support of Woodland
Park. Toni Kavanagh spoke about the very
special bench in the playground dedicated to
Dr. Susan Kahn. Melissa was then joined by
our elected officials and the Founders’ Circle
members at the Park to cut the ribbon with
the big scissors! We hope that the community
enjoys Woodland Park for many years. 
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The Junior League of Pelham held its 3rd annual Oktoberfest
Celebration on Saturday, October 3, 2015. After four
 consecutive days of rain and the threat of Hurricane

Joaquin still  looming, nearly 150 Pelhamites and friends bundled
up in winter jackets and ventured out for this town tradition. The
parking lot outside the Fisherman’s Net was transformed into
 Pelham’s very own German festhaus — with Depot Dave grilling
up a delectable spread of German delights, the Net’s wonderful
staff filling stein after stein of Oktoberfest brew and DJ Edwin
 piping in festive tunes. Aside from the usual Oktoberfest merriment,
32 teams  competed in the inaugural — yet sure to be a main stay
— beer pong tournament.  While the event was slated to end at
8pm, the tournament went well into the evening, with the last two
teams vying for the highly coveted beer pong trophy, as well as two
 generous gift baskets donated by DeCicco’s and Esquire magazine.
Guests departed with full bellies, empty steins, new friends and
smiles from ear to ear. What a great way to kick-off fall in Pelham! 

All proceeds from the Oktoberfest Celebration go to support
the Junior League of Pelham’s outreach programs aimed at
 improving the lives of families, and promoting the enrichment 
of Pelham and neighboring communities. The Junior League of
Pelham would like to thank everyone who came out to support
the League to make Oktoberfest a success once again. Special
thanks to Richie and The Fisherman’s Net, Depot Dave, OnPoint
Image & Design, DeCicco’s and Esquire magazine. 

The 2015 Oktoberfest was chaired by first-year actives Sabrina
Clarke and Morgan Treves and brought in over $3,750 in profits
for the League.

Junior League of Pelham’s 

3RD ANNUAL 

Oktoberfest 
CELEBRATION

The JLP would like to thank everyone
who donated to the “Light Up Pelham”
campaign and helped us meet our goal of
raising $10,000! More than 85 community
members and  businesses contributed to the
fundraising campaign,  demonstrating their
kindness and generosity, as well as their
shared goal of enhancing our community.
During the “Light Up Pelham” event,

 elegant and festive luminaries lit up the path
of Fifth Avenue between the R.J. Daronco
Town House and the Town Hall on 
Dec. 5, 2015. Proceeds of 'Light of Pelham'
supported the important community
 projects that the JLP was involved with the
2015-2016 year, which included Library
Partners, Pass It On, Pelham!, Backpack
 Program-Boys & Girls Club of New
Rochelle, and Food  Rescue-County Harvest.

The JLP has been committed to bettering
our community for 75 years. Each year, the
JLP assesses current needs within Pelham
and endeavors to develop new projects that
target those needs. Fundraising initiatives
such as Light Up Pelham are critical to the
success of these impactful projects, as the 

JLP continues to promote the enrichment 
of Pelham and neighboring communities. 
Light Up Pelham was chaired this year

by Carol Fleming and Maggie Shaw and
would not have been successful without
the hard work and dedication of the 
entire committee. 

Junior League’s 2015 
“Light Up Pelham” Fundraiser a Great Success

Woodland Park Donor Appreciation 
& Ribbon Cutting Ceremony

The bee and the snail were added to Woodland
Park in August 2016 as a gift from the JLP.  

SIGNATURE PROJECT UPDATE



Communications VP
Sing Duffy

Sing joined the JLP in 2014 and is enjoying
her second year as Communications VP.
Sing holds a BS in Accounting from
 Villanova University and is currently the
CFO of a global hedge fund based in NYC
with a focus on energy and oil services. In
the past, Sing has volunteered with and/or
served on benefit committees for various
local charities including The National
Audubon Society (where her husband is
the VP of Development), and her most
challenging fundraiser to date was when
she ran a full marathon in Italy to raise
money for the Leukemia & Lymphoma
 Society. Sing enjoys baking, running,
 hiking, food, traveling, being active in her
community and spending time with her
husband, their three year old daughter, 
and their newly adopted yellow lab named
Boo, in both Pelham and the North Fork
wine region of New York.

Membership VP
Liz Perreten

Liz joined the JLP in 2013 after moving 
to Pelham four years ago with her two
children. Liz was Community Outreach
VP last year. She was drawn to join the 
JLP by the Woodland Park project, which
she co-chaired last year as a first-year 
active. Liz brings to the board her 
experience serving on a number of 
non-profit boards, including three years
on the junior board of Family Services 
of Westchester. Professionally, Liz serves 
as a Principal and head of investor 
relations and business development for
Churchill Asset Management. In their free
time, Liz and her family enjoy spending
time on the water and at the beach.

Community Outreach Co-VP
Maggie Shaw

Maggie joined the JLP in 2011 and is
 enjoying her second year as Community
Outreach Co-VP. During her provisional
year, Maggie maintained a leadership role
in PR where she helped the Pelham Public
Library expand their Tween/Teen Programs.
During her first two active years, she was
the Assistant Treasurer, served on the
Fundraising Committee, and found her
time volunteering on Backpack program
particularly rewarding. Maggie currently
serves on the Board for the Friends of the
Town Public Library and is active at her
son’s school. She also helps manage her
family’s charity, which teaches basic skills
and provides housing to battered women
in Brazil. She enjoys tennis, volleyball,
crossfit, singing and dancing while staying
at home with her three children, Luca,
Tiago and Eva. Before starting her family,
Maggie spent time working as a paramedic
and a realtor in Miami.
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President
Nancy Hawkins 

Nancy joined the JLP in 2011 and is
 enjoying her year as President. In past
years, Nancy was President Elect, Editor-
in-Chief on the Communications Council,
Co-chair of the Vision and Development
Committee, Co-chair of Membership 
and was part of the Teen Improv project.
 During her years in the JLP, Nancy has also
been on the board of the Pelham Children’s
Center and acted as SEPTA liaison for
 Siwanoy Elementary School. Nancy
 graduated from Indiana University School
of Law in 1998 and practiced antitrust law
for over a dozen years. Nancy moved to
Pelham in 2011 with her husband and 
two sons and is currently Vice President,
 Editorial, in the Legal Business Unit at
Thomson Reuters. Nancy scoffs at the idea
of “spare time” and when it occurs, she is
found watching trash TV (e.g., Housewives
of Orange County) with her dear husband.

President Elect / Planning VP
Lisa Hill-Ries

Lisa joined the JLP in 2014 and is excited
to be President Elect in her second active
year. Lisa was Fund Development VP in
her first active year and co-chair of her
provisional class. Lisa is a writer and
 manager who has worked on a variety 
of communications teams; most recently,
she was the Deputy Directory of
 Correspondence for Mayor Michael
Bloomberg. She took time off in 2012
when she gave birth to twins Jack and
 Nellie, and is currently freelancing and
baking for her company Girl Next Door
Baked Goods. Lisa grew up in Boston,
earned a BA in English Literature from 
the University of Chicago and moved 
to Pelham in 2014 after 13 years in
 Manhattan and Brooklyn. 

Fund Development VP 
Erin Ginsburg

Erin joined the JLP in 2013, where she
served as co-chair of her Provisional Class.
In her first active year, she co-chaired the
Pelham Library Partners and was a
 recipient of the Felicia Brewer First-Year
Active Award.  An active volunteer in the
community, Erin coaches youth soccer,
teaches CCD at St. Catharine’s and serves
as President of the Colonial School PTA.
A writer and blogger, her work has
 appeared both online and in a range of
 national publications, including Parents
Magazine, The Boston Globe Magazine,
and CNN.com, as well as in the anthology
Dirt is Good for You (Chronicle Books,
2009). Erin holds a B.A. in American
 Studies from Trinity College and an M.S.
in Journalism from Columbia University.
She lives in Pelham with her husband 
and three children.
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Where to find JLP 
Information & Updates:
As always, you can find all the relevant JLP information 
on our website www.jlpelham.org including:

JLP calendar

Member Directory 

Budget

Current Project Slate

Membership Requirements

For real-time updates on projects visit our Facebook community
page. It is a great way to stay connected with fellow JLP members. 

We provide regular updates through weekly eBlast. If you are not
receiving eBlast and would like to sign up, please email us at
pr@jlpelham.org 

How to Get In Touch and Get Your News Publicized

We have created a single email address for communication
council that will remain unchanged from year to year: 

pr@jlpelham.org.

C O MM U N I C AT I O N S

Got news? 
Submit to pr@jlpelham.org after your direct VP has reviewed and
approved the information you wish to publicize. This includes
submissions to weekly eBlast, Postings, or anything you wish to
publish in local papers. 

Project/Event chairs are responsible for developing materials.
Communications team handles all submissions to local 
papers.  All external communication must be approved by 
VP Communications.  This includes articles, banners, invitations,
ads, presentations—any communication materials intended 
for the public eye.  

Feel free to post on JLP Facebook members-only page.  
No approval needed!

Deadlines: 
eBlast: submit by Thursday for inclusion in eBlast 

next Tuesday. Information will be also updated 
on the website at the same time. 

Postings: All materials for Postings should be submitted
throughout the JLP year and before June 1, 2017. Please check
JLP website and weekly eBlasts for any changes to this date. 

Local Papers: submit two weeks prior to desired  publication
date – to allow time for JLP editorial review and submission
to the paper. When submitting an article, include pictures
and captions with name of people in your pictures. 

Any questions? Please contact PR team at pr@jlpelham.org.
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Sustainer Representative 
Betsy Brady

Betsy joined the JLP in 2000 and is excited
to be on the Board again this year. During
her active years, she served as Chair of the
Social and Activities Committee in 2006
and served as co-chair of the “April in
Paris” Gala in 2009. She also found her
time working on the Weihman Park project
and My Sister’s Place holiday party very
 rewarding. Betsy grew up in Pelham and
returned to live full-time with her husband
in 1997. She served four years on the
Board for the Friends of the Pelham Public
Library and was a main organizer of the
Novel Night in 2012. She is also very  active
with all of her children’s PTA’s and recently
worked on the High School House Tour
Fundraiser. Betsy holds her BA from
 Dartmouth College and spent many years
working in finance at Bankers Trust
 Company in New York. She was also the
Associate Director of Development at the
Whitney Museum of American Art in 
New York. In her free time, Betsy enjoys
jogging, design and spending time with
her husband and four children both in 
Pelham and at the Jersey shore.

Sustainer Representative
Renee Gallagher

Renee Gallagher moved to Pelham in 
2009 with her husband, John, and bulldog,
Betty and was a provisional in the Junior
League of Pelham in the Fall, 2009. As an
active member of the JLP, Renee has served
on the Board as Fund Development 
VP and has co-chaired the Gala and
 Oktoberfest. Renee has also chaired the
 Library Partners and County Harvest
 Projects. She is excited to return to 
the Board as one of the Sustainer
 Representatives. Renee is also a mom 
of 3 children—two boys and a girl—and 
a partner in an AmLaw Top 200 law firm
in New York City. In her spare time 
(what’s that?), Renee runs, plays tennis 
and is an avid reader.  

Community Outreach Co-VP
Lidia McCarthy

Lidia is pleased to continue building upon
her experience from her two consecutive
years as Community & Public Affairs
Committee Co-Chair. Lidia has lived in
Pelham for more than a decade and joined
the JLP in 2013. During her time with the
JLP, Lidia was also part of Teen Improv
and the Backpack Program. Lidia received
a bachelor’s degree in International
 Business from Iona College, and master’s
degree in Information and Digital
 Resource Management from Columbia
University. At present, she is employed 
by Columbia University’s Office of
 Investments in the area of operations,
loves spending her free time with her
 family, and enjoys dancing, traveling,
 reading and searching for antiques.

Treasurer
Michele Egan

Michele joined the JLP in 2014 and served
as Assistant Treasurer her first active year.
She is a CPA and received her Accounting
degree from Hofstra University. Prior to
moving to Pelham, she was a board
 member and Treasurer of Bowery Babes, 
a NYC non for profit mothers group with
over 2800 members. Michele has 3
 children, Rowan (8 years old), Ryah 
(5 years old) and Ava (3 years old). In her
free time, she enjoys cooking, baking,
 reading, yoga, running and volunteering.

Secretary
Kristin Austin

Kristin joined the JLP shorty after moving
to Pelham in 2011 and this is her second
year on the Board. In her first four active
years, Kristin was on the Membership
Committee and served as Assistant
 Treasurer and Treasurer. She also  
co-chaired Library Partners, participated
in the County Harvest program and was
on the Signature Project committee.
Kristin received her degree in architecture
from the University of Minnesota and,
prior to starting her family, had a
 residential architecture business. She
 currently serves on the Architectural
 Review Board for the Village of Pelham.
Most of all, Kristin loves spending time
with her family, her daughter Skyler, and
two sons, Laighton and Devin.  

September 2016
13 GMM
18 Informational  Session
20 Board Meeting
21 Sustainer Event

October
04 GMM 
15 Oktoberfest
18 Board Meeting
26 Round Table

November
08 Pie Baking
15 Board Meeting

December
14 Holiday Party/ GMM
20 Board Meeting

January 2017
10 GMM
17 Board Meeting

February
06 Sustainer Event
07 & 08 GMM/Dinner
Meetings
28 Board Meeting

March
14 GMM
21 Board Meeting

April
4 GMM
18 Board Meeting

May
16 Board Turnover
tbd Annual Dinner
29 Memorial Day Parade

Support the JLP When You Shop on Amazon 

Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to the
JLP whenever you shop on AmazonSmile - the same products, same prices, same  Amazon
Prime benefits. All you have to do is to start your shopping at smile.amazon.com and
choose JLP as the charity you want to donate to.  It’s that easy! If you have any questions
about this program, please contact the Treasurer at treasurer@jlpelham.org. 

Holiday 
Party

JLP celebrated the holidays with an

 impromptu party at Sergio’s Ristorante on

December 22, 2015. Thank you to Janine

Yorio and Lisa Hill-Ries for planning a great

night of eating, drinking and shopping to

benefit the JLP. Special thanks to the reps

from Stella & Dot, Beautycounter, Rodan 

& Fields and India Hicks for joining us.
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH

The goal of Pass it On, Pelham!
is to connect donations of
 gently-used infant and children’s
clothing and gear with local
families in need in cooperation
with local schools, churches and

other community organizations.
The project will maintain an
inventory of donated goods 
so that when needs arise in
 Pelham and surrounding
towns, contributions can be

made quickly and efficiently.
“We saw connections

 happening on a one-off basis,
either through the Moms of
Pelham Facebook page or word
of mouth, with someone posting
a need, and others responding,”
said Jennifer DeLeonardo, one
of the project co-chairs, “but
these connections relied on the
right person hearing about a
situation and an individual
 collecting and delivering
 donations. This is such a gener-
ous community. We thought it
would be wonderful to create
both a mechanism for collecting,
sorting and storing gently-used
children’s items and a platform

through which we could
 partner with those who provide
services so that this generosity
could really make an impact 
on a consistent basis.” 

The JLP launched its new project, 
Pass it On, Pelham!, October 24 with a
collection event held in the library of
Huguenot Memorial Church. 

Backpack Program

The BackPack Program provided backpacks of weekend meals for
children at the Boys and Girls Club in New Rochelle who receive
subsidized or free breakfast or lunch at their schools.  

County Harvest Food Rescue Run

JLP continued to support County Harvest by participating 
in a weekly food run, rescuing excess food from restaurants,
 supermarkets, wholesale clubs, etc and delivering it to soup
kitchen, food pantries and homeless shelters in Westchester. 

JLP Projects
JLP Project Chairs and volunteers worked hard on the four main outreach projects for 

the 2015-2016 year and had a important impact on the community. 

Library Partners

Library Partners project provided volunteers for a twice weekly
children’s story time at the Pelham Public Library.  JLP was also
able to present the following gifts to the Library:  new dollhouse
furniture and people for current dollhouse (a prior JLP gift), 
a new activity cube for the children’s reading room, and a $500
donation for the development of a library app for anyone 
wishing to use the library on the go. 

On Tuesday, March 1, 2016, the Junior
League Provisional Class and the Pelham
Chamber of Commerce hosted a cocktail
hour to reveal the results of the JLP 2015-16
Provisional Class’s “Love Pelham” survey.
The goal of the survey was to raise awareness
of and encourage greater community
 engagement with local businesses. The
 beneficiary for last year’s project was the
 Pelham Chamber of Commerce.
From December 15, 2015 through February

14, 2016 the JLP provisional class hosted an
online survey at lovepelham.com in order to
gauge community statistics, preferences,
and feedback regarding the shopping,
 dining, and services offered in Pelham. The
JLP Provisional Class promoted the survey
using word of mouth, social media, and
the incentive of a free Pelham car magnet
for participants who completed the survey
(which are still in high demand!). 
The campaign to promote widespread
 participation in the survey was a resounding
success, with over 1,000 participants
 completing the survey in just two months.
The information gathered for use by 

the Chamber and its members included: 
(1) demographics of the participants, 
(2) statistics on how frequently participants

patronize Pelham businesses, (3) specific
 attributes that participants consider
 important when deciding whether to
 patronize Pelham businesses, (4) types of
shops, services, and restaurants that people

would patronize if they were available in
 Pelham, and (5) open-ended feedback about
ways to improve Pelham businesses. 
A presentation summarizing the results

of the survey was presented at a cocktail
hour on March 1, 2016. The survey results
reveal event was well attended by current
and future Pelham business owners alike
and had a significant impact on the current
business landscape. “The results of the
LovePelham.com survey reinforced our
 decision to open a Mexican restaurant
downtown,” said Clayton Bushong, Director
of Programming at The Picture House 
and co-owner of Cantina Lobos, which
opened this summer to rave reviews.
The project beneficiary couldn’t have

been more pleased. Joe Solimine, Jr.,
 President of the Pelham Chamber of
 Commerce and President and Founder of
Meridian Risk Management, commented
that “it was wonderful to see all the JLP’s
hard work come to such a productive
 conclusion. Sharing actionable feedback
with our local businesses and finding ways
to better serve our community is what the
new Pelham Chamber of Commerce hopes
to accomplish. I’ve always said Pelham will
thrive when we work together.”

2015/16 Provisional Class 
Gets Rave Reviews for its 

LOVE 
PELHAM

Survey

Pass It On, Pelham!

Pass it On, Pelham  delivered
stacks of children’s clothing

to WJCS Kid’s Kloset to 
help them fill their gap 

in clothing sizes.
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JLP was once again able to participate in the 
Back-to-School Drive organized by Westchester 
Jewish Community Services. We supplied ten 
children, living in challenging situations throughout
Westchester County, with back-to-school clothes 
and backpacks and school supplies.   

Back-to-School Drive

My Sisters’
Place

JLP assembled farewell baskets
for families residing at My
 Sisters’ Place during the
 February dinner meetings. 
The baskets contained essential
items they may need when
starting a new home post
 leaving the MSP shelters. Each
basket included the following
items—laundry basket, 
twin sheet set, bath towels,
washcloths, hand towels,
 mixing bowl, mixing spatula,
cooking spatula, mixing spoon,
kitchen sponges, laundry
 detergent, dish detergent,
 slipper socks and a journal.
MSP was extremely thankful
for the donations which 
they said would immediately
be put to use.

DIAD – Spring 
Senior Luncheon

Following the Pelham Senior Citizen’s Club on
May 3rd, the JLP provided a hot meal catered
by DeCicco’s and homemade desserts for over
80 seniors. Pelham Manor resident and opera
singer Matt Polenzani performed a short
 concert, including a rendition of Danny Boy
that put a smile on everyone’s face. Each senior
was given a gorgeous tulip plant on the way
out. Way to go DIAD team and volunteers—  
this new event was a success! 

JLP’ers hard at work
 filling baskets for those in
transition to new homes
from My Sisters’ Place.
Great  discussion on the
vision and project ideas
for the JLP. Thanks to all
our dinner hosts and to
those who attended!

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

Done in a Day / Evening / Meeting
The JLP continues to implement
community outreach programs
with great success. DIAD co-
chairs Dawn Bloise and Laurie
Ferrara did a fantastic job of
planning and executing small
scale projects that were available

to members throughout the
year. These included two
 successful clothing drives
(Westchester Jewish Community
Services and Community
School 13 in Yonkers), farewell
baskets for residents at My

 Sisters’ Place, Hungry Kidzz
 holiday stockings and a luncheon
for Pelham senior citizens.
There were opportunities to
volunteer for Stuff a Bus, the
Pelham Children’s Center
Pumpkin Festival and Light Up

Pelham. We continued to
 support Community Service
 Associates in Mount Vernon
with  donations of pies at
Thanks giving and at Cook &
Serves twice during the year.
Great job to all our volunteers!

Kristin Austin: “What better way to spend a half day of
school than cooking for the CSA! I was so inspired after
seeing the film, A Place at the Table, I signed right up
for a DIAD cooking for the CSA. Not only did my
daughter want to help feed the hungry, her two friends
wanted to help too!”

JLP members and their families participated in a “Cook and Serve” event for the CSA on April 22, 2016.  A delicious meal of
lasagna, salad, rolls and cookies was greatly appreciated.  JLP provided 100 meals in March 2016 and 100 meals in April 2016. 

Lasagna dinners ready to be delivered to the CSA! 

CSA

JLP GOES TO
ALBANY FOR
FALL NYSPAC

On November 14, 2015, JLP
community and public affairs
committee members Beth
Kougasian and Sharon Mau
traveled to Albany to attend 
the NYSPAC Fall conference,
attended by 17 members of 8
leagues in New York. This year,
key issues that the Pelham
 delegates voted to support
 included Raise the Age
 Legislation which increases 
the mandatory minimum to 
be charged as an adult in 
New York to 18 years of age, 
as well as legislation to support
health insurance companies
covering the cost of genetic
testing for diseases. 



The Junior League of Bronxville (JLB)
and The Junior League of Pelham (JLP)
partnered to screen A Place at the Table 
on Monday, March 7, 2016 at The Picture
House. The screening was open to the
public and free of charge.
County Harvest helped organize a panel

discussion following the screening
 comprised of members of the community
who work on issues of food insecurity in
lower Westchester. We also had the pleasure
of hearing from panelists representing
Community Service Associates, Mount
 Vernon; West Help USA, Mount Vernon;

Hope Community Services, New Rochelle;
and the Director of A Place at the Table and
Founder of Catalyst Films, Kristi Jacobson.
A Place at the Table is a film that shows

us how hunger and obesity pose serious
economic, social and cultural implications
for our nation. The film also examined
how food access could be solved once and
for all so long as the American public
 decides that making healthy food available
and affordable is in all of our best interests. 
The screening attracted members of the

League, the surrounding community, and
partners working in this space. What did

we learn? The issue is even more complex
and not isolated to our community. 50
million Americans do not know where
their next meal will come from. What can
we do about it? In addition to volunteering
with agencies that support hunger relief,
we can continue to give voice to the stories
that are left untold, and provide financial
support to organizations working in
 emergency hunger relief. 
A special thank you the members of 

The Junior League of Bronxville and our
partners at County Harvest for making
this screening possible.

JLP IN ACTION
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On October 28, 2015,
the JLP held a
 Community Leaders

Roundtable at the Pelham Art
Center. The round table focused
on the important topic of
 promoting mental and physical
health of local teens. Stakeholders
from various sectors including
non-profit and law enforcement
participated in the discussion,
which also included robust
 engagement from an audience
of over 40 members of the 
local community. 
The roundtable was

 moderated by Melissa Ronan, 
a Pelham resident who is the
President of the Board of
 Directors of Pelham’s
 Community Care Center.
 Topics ranged from alleviating
academic stress to addressing
bullying in school. Throughout
the panel, audience members
offered perspectives on support-
ing teens and provided real-
world examples of the unique
challenges teens face today. 
Highlights from the panel

included insights from the
 following panelists: 
Virginia Hartmere, Pelham

Parents and Community
 Together (PACT) Coalition
 Director, spoke about the

 importance of balancing stress
among teens. Her organization
conducted a live chat with
teens which revealed that stress
induced from academics,
sports, and competition was
the number one topic on their
minds. Virginia called for the
need for more outdoor activities
and gathering spaces specifically
for teens in Pelham. 
Lynn Honeysett, Executive

Director of the Pelham Art
Center, spoke about the need
to provide teens with an open,
creative environment where
they can have fun and express
themselves individually through
non-competitive after-school
programs. She called on local
organizations and non-profits
to develop more programs and
activities that engage teens,

providing them with a creative
outlet to alleviate their stress.
John Hynes, Detective at the

Pelham Police Department and
a DARE (Drug Abuse Resistance
Education) officer for 16 years,
spoke about the increased
 presence of cyber-bullying in
both the middle school and
high school. The emergence 
of online applications and
 technologies enable anonymous
and/or public bullying. Teens
are struggling with new forms
of bullying, oftentimes in a
public online setting. Detective
Hynes encouraged parents to
monitor behavioral patterns 
as they relate to mobile
 technologies and proactively
discuss with their children any
changes in behavior or over-use
of mobile technologies.  

Stephanie Raubenheimer,
 Director of YoungLife &
WyldLife, spoke on the
 importance of parental
 modeling of good behavior and
adult mentorship in the lives 
of teens. She also emphasized
the importance of providing
Pelham teens with activities
and goals that focus on
 nurturing teen mental and
physical health, as opposed to
activities that build resumes. 
Improving the health of

 Pelham teens is a topic of 
great significance to the Junior
League of Pelham since the
 organization is committed to
improving the lives and health
of families. The JLP will
 continue to support services and
discussions that promote the
betterment of our community.

For more information
about the organizations
that participated in this
round table, please visit: 

PACT:
www.pelhampact.org

Pelham Art Center: 
www.pelhamartcenter.org
Pelham Community Care Center: 

www.pelhamccc.org
YoungLife and WyldLife:

www.lowerwestchester.
younglife.org

Over 550 members of the community
 attended the Pelham Civic Association’s
76th Annual Dinner Dance on Friday,
 October 30, 2015. The Pelham Civic Associa-
tion proudly honored 2015 Persons of the
Year Jeanette & Anthony Senerchia and Ken
Shirreffs. JLP members were spotted all over
the packed room, including Melissa Mul-
rooney Deighton, Tyson Newton Stephens,
Nancy Hawkins, Maggie Shaw, Kristin Austin,
Susan Mutti, Jennifer Lapey, Tracey Shekane,
Jennifer Langerfeld & Jamie Giuseppi. 

Jeannette & Anthony Senerchia have
worked tirelessly to raise awareness of ALS
and were directly responsible for the world-
renowned “Ice Bucket Challenge,” which to
date has raised over $220 million for ALS
research. In addition, they established The
Anthony Senerchia, Jr. Charitable Founda-
tion, a non-profit dedicated to assisting
 underprivileged families suffering from
ALS. There was not a dry eye in the room
when Jeannette accepted the the honor. 
Ken Shirreffs is a long-time member of

the Pelham Civic Association and one of
the most successful Chairmen of the Civics’
Needy Cases/Good Neighbor Program. His
exemplary efforts have enabled the Civics
to expand its many programs and help
countless individuals and families in need. 
The Dinner Dance Chairman was Steven

Shekane, husband of active member
Tracey Shekane. It was truly an amazing
night for Pelham! 

Community Leaders Roundtable 
Spotlights Physical and Mental Health of Pelham Teens

Junior Leagues Tackle Hunger and Food Insecurity: A Place at the Table

February Dinner Meetings

Special thank you to Selina Regan
 Molineaux, Janine Yorio, Lisa Hill-Ries,
Christi Klossner and Sandy Iyer-Horan 
for opening their homes for the dinner
meetings. We made baskets for My Sisters’
Place and had great discussions about 
our vision and future projects.
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Food Rescue Run - 
County Harvest 
County Harvest is a 
non-profit organization
that rescues excess food
from hotels, restaurants,
caterers, country clubs,
supermarkets, wholesale
clubs, etc. and delivers it
immediately to soup
kitchens, food pantries
and homeless shelters in
Westchester County. JLP
members participate in a
weekly food rescue run 
on Saturday morning. 

Pass It On, Pelham!
Pass it On Pelham
 effectively and efficiently
connects the massive
amounts of lightly used
baby/child clothing and
gear from Pelham families

to those families in need
in the Pelham and
 surrounding area. The
committee solicits, collects,
organizes and stores
 donations from the Pelham
community and reaches out
through schools, churches
and other community
 organizations to identify
families in need. 

CSA Dinner Programs
[New!]
CSA Dinner Programs 
will be a partnership 
with Community Service
 Associates (CSA) to
 provide dinners to those
in need in the Mount
 Vernon community.
 Cooking nights will be

modeled after Pie-Baking
to encourage member
 socialization while getting
hands-on in the kitchen and
be open to all members.
Committee members can
also decide to serve the
meal at the CSA.  

Dorm Room Drive [New!]
Dorm Room Drive 
will support 20-25 first-
 generation college-bound
 freshman women as they
embark on their college
careers by outfitting them
with door room essentials
such as comforter sets,
sheets, towels, pillows
and shower caddies
 complete with toiletries. 

Backpack Program – 
Boys and Girls Club 
of New Rochelle
The Backpack Program
provides backpacks of
food to children over the
weekend to ensure they
do not experience hunger
when they are not in school.
The children served are
enrolled in the Boys and
Girls Club of New Rochelle
after-school  program and
are reliant on subsidized
or free breakfast and lunch
 programs at their schools.
The food provided meets
the needs of a family of
four over the weekend.
This project will be fully
funded for the 2016-2017
year  although it will 
no longer require 
a committee. 

P R O J E C T  S L AT E  2 0 1 6 - 2 0 1 7

Sandra Epes and Candice Ripoll, 
2015-2016 Sustainers-at-Large
The Sustainers kicked off the JLP’s 75th Anniversary year with 
a Social in October. The event provided a great opportunity not
only to meet and reconnect with Sustainers but also to meet
 President Melissa Mulroney Deighton and some of the JLP Board
members. There was a brief discussion regarding the new JLP
website and upcoming events that evening. Additionally, generous
donations were collected for the Lacy Sisters and The Sharing
Shelf that evening.  It was a wonderful way to start the year!  

In November, Sustainers volunteered for our annual Pie Baking
event at a “Sustainer designated home” (thanks Betsy Brady!) and
donated toys for over 60 children in need that night! In January,
Sustainers had an opportunity to join other local Leagues at the
Emelin Theatre for a live performance by Jonatha Brooke. In
March, the group got together to enjoy the screening of “A Place
At The Table” at The Picture House with the membership.  

Sustainers had a tremendous turnout at the 75th Anniversary
Gala in April and at Annual Dinner too! Congratulations to
 Candice Ripoll for receiving The Elizabeth I. Junod (Sustainer)
Award! We cannot thank the Board, Membership, Provisionals
and most of all the Sustainers enough for such a great year!  

We are so excited to welcome next year’s Sustainer-at-Large  -
Representatives Betsy Brady and Renee Gallagher! 

Pie Baking GMM 
The November pie baking
GMM was a success.
 Together we delivered 30
delicious apple pies to the
CSA of Mount Vernon just
in time for the Thanksgiving
holiday! We also stuffed
250 stockings with toys
and non-perishable snacks
for Hungry Kidzz. The  Vision
Committee led an insightful
discussion on ways the
Junior League of Pelham
can help Pelham teens
cope with stress. It was
also a great way to mingle
with Sustainers, Actives
and Provisionals! Thanks
to our hosts Betsy Brady,
Tyson Stephens, Erin Gins-
burg, Selina Regan Molin-
eaux and Tracey Shekane!

JLP IN ACTION SUSTAINER CORNER
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GRANTS & AWARDS

Junior League of Pelham announces its 

2016 Grant Recipients
On Tuesday, April 19, 2016, the Junior League
of Pelham awarded grants to five worthy  
non-profits through the annual Community
Grants program. President Melissa Mulrooney
Deighton, Community Outreach Co-VP Liz
Perreten, and Community and Public Affairs
Co-Chair Sharon Mau were pleased to award
these grants for programs that align with the
JLP’s mission and vision.  

Congratulations to all grant recipients.

The JLP is proud to support these 

five deserving organizations which are

 dedicated to providing our community

with valuable services and resources.

Bereavement Center of Westchester is an organization
providing support for children, teens and families as they grieve
the loss of a loved one. The JLP provided $1,500 in grants to 
support the Bereavement Center in their efforts to support 
families, including 7 local residents of Pelham.

DARE is a not-for profit program targeting school-aged
 children, aiming to keep them off drugs and avoid violence and
bullying. The JLP’s grant of $500 provides funding for program
supplies which are vital to educate and empower children.

Pelham Art Center is an organization dedicated to providing
local families quality exposure to the arts. The Pelham Art Center
 received a grant of $1,500 to support and expand dozens of ongoing
art  enrichment classes, many of which are free and open to the public.

Ladies of Charity of the Pelhams is devoted to women’s
and  children’s causes.  This group knits and crochets handmade
 mittens, blankets, and other items, and distributes them to children
in need. The JLP’s grant of $500 will be used to buy yarn and fabric.

Manor Club is an organization which fosters interest in and
 promotes charitable, education, literacy, and cultural activities in
 Pelham. The JLP provided $1,000 in grants to support a two-part
symposium last May in partnership with the Women’s Empowerment
Group at Pelham High School to address and educate on the
 issues of “Safety on College Campus” and “What is Consent.” 

Rhea Dedhia received the Junior
League of Pelham’s President’s
Award Scholarship at Annual
Dinner on May 17th.  This
 annual $2,000 scholarship honors
a Pelham Memorial High School
senior who has demonstrated
outstanding volunteer service.  

Rhea was honored, in part, for
the work she’s done teaching
coding to local children and
teens, with a particular
 emphasis on teaching teen 

girls about coding. When approached to do her Gold Award 
project for Girl Scouts, Rhea focused on her passion for coding.
She  recognized the dearth of women in the computer science
field and wanted to rectify that. Rhea knew that she could teach
girls coding while also teaching them that they shouldn’t worry
about looking nerdy if they were interested in computer science.
Rhea set out to teach girls from 6th to 12th grades how to code
and  create their own websites to find their own voices.

Rhea set out to run a coding program through the National  Center
for Women and Information Technology (NCWIT) Aspire IT 
outreach program.  She successfully applied for and obtained a
grant from AspireIT, found a program partner and a place to teach
her class, and secured enough computer hardware.  In the end,
Rhea created and taught a coding program to 28 girls over multiple
weeks.  Many of the students used their newly found coding skills
to create websites about social issues that girls face and gave them 
a platform to get across their points of view.  Rhea logged over 
160 hours on this project (over twice the minimum required).

In addition to the AsprireIT program, Rhea has also taught
 coding to children at the Hutchinson Elementary School at the
school’s STEM celebration and through a Pelham Education
Foundation Exploratorium program.  She also founded and is
President of the PMHS Computer Science club. These are just
some of the examples of Rhea’s long list of accomplishments.

Rhea is currently at MIT, where she continues to hone her coding
and computer science skills.

Junior League of Pelham announces its 

2016 Scholarship 
Recipient



Nandini Anandu Nandini
moved to Pelham after getting
married in 2005.  She was
 inspired to join JLP after seeing
the incredible impact of its
projects in our community,
 especially its most recent
 signature project, Woodland
Park. Nandini grew up in San
Antonio, TX and received
her medical degree from 
UT Houston, and currently
works part time at Northern
 Westchester Hospital. Nandini
enjoys spending her free time
with her husband Sanjay, and
their son Manu (8). She is
 excited to be part of a dynamic
group of women.  

Abby Balafas Originally from
the tiny town of Fieldale,
 Virginia, Abby graduated from
Virginia Tech with a Bachelors
degree in Music and UNC-
Greensboro with a Masters
 degree in Music Education.

After 12 years of teaching
music, Abby recently began a
new career as the Associate
 Director of Admissions at The
Nightingale-Bamford School.
She and her husband Evan,
have one daughter Maggie,
who is almost two years old.
The family relocated to Pelham
this summer and Abby is very
excited to meet new friends
and get to know the town. In
her “spare time,” Abby enjoys
spending time with friends 
and family, reading, seeing
Broadway shows, and watching
Virginia Tech football.  

Audrey Beerman Originally
from Randolph, Massachusetts,
Audrey is a graduate of
 Columbia University (BA,
Writing and Literature), the
Jewish Theological Seminary
(BA, Hebrew Bible), and
 Brandeis University (MA, Near
Eastern and Judaic Studies /
Women’s and Gender Studies).
After leaving academia for “the
real world” (aka returning to
NYC), she is grateful to have
found her amazing husband
Hal on Match.com (she is an
excellent online shopper), and
now they’re the thrilled, over-
tired parents of a 3-year-old
son, Ari. The Beerman family
moved to Pelham at the end of

2014 and is loving it here.
 Audrey is the Senior Paralegal
at Riemer & Associates, a
 boutique disability law firm in
NYC. Audrey enjoys alumni
programming from her schools
and her sorority, Delta Gamma,
and is a transfer from the 
NYJL where she served on the
 External Communications
Committee, Internal
 Communications Council, 
and the Strategic Oversight and
Impact Committee. Audrey 
is psyched to continue her
 involvement in the League, 
and can’t wait to get involved 
in her community! 

Gem Benedict Gem spent the
first half of her childhood in
Hong Kong, before moving to
Oregon at the age of 11. She
graduated from Willamette
University in Salem, Oregon,
where she also met her future
husband, Michael. After college,
the two traveled all over the
United States and Asia.  They
lived and worked abroad for a
few years in Japan, Korea and
Southeast Asia, finally landing
in Manhattan. After 10 years in
NYC, and with a new baby,and
a little dog, they decided to
move to Pelham in the fall of
2015. Gem spends her days as 

Vice President of Digital
 Licensing and Business
 Development for an independent
film distributor in the Flatiron
District. Her free time is happily
spent with her supportive
 husband, two darling daughters
(Chloe, 3, and Jacinta, 9 months)
and her mini-dachshund,
Henry.  They are all enjoying
their new life in lovely Pelham.

Tamasine Bogle Tamasine
moved to Pelham in June 2015
after 7 years in nearby
Bronxville, and 5 years in the
city.  Originally from Scotland
in the UK, Tamasine has an
 undergraduate degree in
 Psychology and Business from
the University of Edinburgh
and a Masters degree in Human
Resource Management.
 Tamasine currently works in
HR for UBS Investment Bank
and has worked in London,
Barcelona and New York.
Tamasine enjoys spending time
with her husband and two boys,
Matteo (6) and Lucas (almost
4) and loves traveling, the
 outdoors, good food, reading
and photography.  Tamasine
and her family look forward 
to getting involved in the
 Pelham community.  
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MEMBERS

Jennifer Condon Jennifer was
raised in Savannah, GA but
moved to NYC days after
 graduating from Northwestern
to pursue a career in fashion
journalism. Several magazines
—and detours—later she has
landed in Pelham with her
 husband Rob and daughters
Eleanor (6) and Clara (3), in
pursuit of more community and
square footage. She is the owner
of Hewitt Hancock, Ltd, a resi-
dential design and styling firm.

Anne Farrar Anne grew up in
Wichita, Kansas and attended
the University of Kansas where
she graduated with a degree in
accounting and business. She is
a 4th generation Jayhawk and
loves college basketball! Anne
is a CPA and joined EY 
(formerly Ernst and Young) 
in 2005 where she is an
 international tax consultant.
She and her husband, Burr,   
recently moved in September
2015 to Pelham from Charlotte,
North Carolina. Prior to living in
Charlotte (and kids) she and
her husband completed a 2
year rotation in London,

 England for 2 years where they
both worked for their respective
employers, EY and PwC.   After
London they went on an
‘around the world’ trip and
 absolutely LOVE South Africa!
Most folks assume she and her
husband met in accounting
school but they actually met as
camp counselors in Northern
Minnesota where Anne was a
sailing instructor.  She and
Burr have a 3 year old (Jones)
and 1.5 year old (Mary
Frances). Anne loves to work-
out (when time permits), drink
wine, travel, bake, watch trash
TV and laugh with her family.
Now that Anne doesn’t get lost
in Grand Central she is looking
forward to taking advantage of
being so close to NYC! 

Lauren Dunkelberger Foley
Lauren is a concert pianist and
private piano teacher in Pelham
and Lower Westchester.  She
graduated from Interlochen
Arts Academy, a fine arts
boarding school, in 2001 and
then from Concordia College 
in 2005 with a degree in
 performance. During her  college
years, Lauren established her
music business and met her
husband, Shaun. In spite of her
Cape May, NJ roots, Lauren
chose to build a life with Shaun
in NY and they first lived in
Eastchester and then Yonkers.
They moved to Pelham in 
2011 with their son, Christian,
now age 5.

Lauren Gallivan Lauren grew
up in the nearby Bronx.  After
earning her B.A. and M.A. from
Fordham University, she began
her career as a middle school
English teacher at Fox Lane
Middle School in Bedford, NY.
Fourteen years later, she still
enjoys being a member of the
same school community and
helping children develop 
a love of reading and writing.
Lauren and her husband,
Thomas, moved to Pelham in
August 2014 with their two
children.  Their son Timmy
 attends first grade at Colonial
School and their daughter
Grace is in the four-year-old
program at Mount Tom. She
enjoys spending time with her
family at the beach in Montauk,
cheering on the N.Y. Rangers
with her son and coaching her
daughter’s soccer team. Lauren
looks forward to working 
with the other members of
 Pelham’s Junior League and
 becoming more involved in 
the Pelham community.

Katy Garry Katy grew up in
Bronxville, NY and moved with

her family to Pelham over a
year ago from Manhattan.
After graduating from College
of the Holy Cross, her career
has been focused on retail
 merchandising. Most recently
she works in the fine fragrance
division at Victoria’s Secret
Beauty. Katy resides in Pelham
Heights with her husband
Christian, daughter Nina 
(4 years) and Ted (3 years). 
The Garry’s look forward to
welcoming a baby boy this
March.  When time allows, 
Katy enjoys golf, tennis, skiing
and traveling to the East End
with her family!

Stephanie Gilmartin Originally
from Chicago, Stephanie
 graduated from the University
of Notre Dame and then
 received her MBA from the
 University of Chicago. Stephanie
and her husband moved to 
New York after backpacking
through SE Asia for a 10 week
honeymoon. They moved to
Pelham in March 2013 after
 living in the East Village for
 almost 8 years. She is a stay 
at home mom to three girls—
Courtney (6), Josephine (4) 
and Mabel (1). Previously, she
worked for Arthur Andersen,
Northern Trust and Dempsey 
& Carroll.  She enjoys yoga,
 tennis, cooking and travel.

Meet the 2015-2016  Provisional Class
Provisional biographies are as of the Fall of 2015



Lucie and her husband Sean, 
a New York City firefighter,
 recently bought their first home
in Pelham and are expecting
their first child in January 2016. 

Meredith McGinn Meredith is
the Senior Vice President of
COZI TV Network and LX.TV
Productions at NBC Universal.
She manages all creative,
 editorial and business aspects
of COZI TV, the new network
that airs iconic television
shows. Additionally, she
 oversees the award-winning
production company, LX.TV,
that produces lifestyle programs,
including “George to the
 Rescue,” “1st Look,” “Open
House” and “Talk Stoop.”  Prior
to that, Meredith spent years in
news management, overseeing
the newsroom at NBC 4 New
York, producing morning news
coverage for MSNBC and
 managing newsrooms in New
York and Philadelphia for the
FOX Television Station group.
Meredith graduated from
 Temple University.  She just
rolled off the board of the
 nonprofit Hope for New York
which mobilizes volunteers and
provides grants to nonprofits
serving the poor and neglected
populations of NYC.   She and
her husband Jason have twin
boys and an infant daughter.

Beth Miller Beth grew up in
Pennsylvania, went to college
in North Carolina, and then
lived in NYC for 15 years before
moving to Pelham in 2013 with
her husband and two children.
Beth studied at NYU medical
school and is now a physician
specializing in infectious
 diseases. She currently serves
on the board of a non-profit
organization in NYC that
 supports HIV cure research. 

Tracy Naden Tracy joined the
JLP in 2015 and is looking
 forward to getting more
 involved. Tracy has lived in
 Pelham for two years with her
husband Eric and two children,
Leo and Collins. Through her
company, Tracy currently
 volunteers for the Young
Women’s Leadership Network
and enjoyed volunteering 
for the Lower East Side Girl’s
Club when she lived in
 Manhattan. She is currently 
a Senior Vice President in 
the Consumer Practice of
MSLGROUP, a strategic
 communications agency. 

Penny O’Brien: Penny grew up
in Howth, a small fishing and
sailing village north of Dublin
City, Ireland. Penny holds an
Honors Bachelor of Science
Degree in Biochemistry from
University College Dublin and a
Master of Molecular Pathology
from Trinity College Dublin.
Prior to moving to NYC with
her family in 2012, Penny 
held the position of Senior
Biochemist at the Veterinary
School at University College
Dublin where she ran the
 hormone assay research
 laboratory. In the summer of
2014, the O’Briens moved to
Pelham and Penny currently
stays at home with her three
young boys, James, Thomas
and Michael. 

Jennifer Oliver Jennifer and
her husband, Christian, both
grew up in Buffalo, NY and
moved to Pelham from Long
Island City, Queens one year
ago.  They have have a son
Nolan (2) and a daughter, Nina
(6 months).  Jennifer is a
 corporate litigation attorney at

the firm of Weil Gotshal &
Manges, LLP, and Christian is
the managing attorney at
Cellino and Barnes, PC. The
couple shares a love of
 adventure and have traveled
extensively, including a 6
month stint in Japan.  Now
that she has recovered from 
the shell shock of moving her
family out of a jam-packed 
800 square foot apartment in
the city, Jennifer is looking
 forward to making a greater
contribution to the Pelham
community that has welcomed
them so warmly. In her spare
time she enjoys interior design
and decorating, running,
 spinning, yoga, cooking, 
and entertaining.

Devie Perry Devie and her
family recently moved to
 Pelham from Manhattan. She is
a stay at home mom after time
as a lawyer for the City of New
York.  She graduated from
Duke and received law and
 social work degrees from Wash
U. in St. Louis, where she met
her husband J.W.  They have
two young sons, Jack and
Rawle, and an aging English
bulldog, Pumpkin.
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Lily Harrington Lily grew up in
sunny Santa Barbara, California,
but moved to the east coast for
college and got stuck here after
falling for a Boston native and
the beautiful New England sea-
sons. After college Lily worked
for Martha Stewart Weddings
magazine for five years. This
led her to form her own event
planning business, Harrington
& Luscia, which she largely
runs from home. Lily and her
husband, John, moved to
 Pelham from the Upper West
Side in the summer of 2014
with their daughter Charlotte
(now 3), and master-escape-
artist beagle, Skipper (apologies
in advance if she shows up in
your yard). True to her Martha
roots, Lily enjoys cooking,
 gardening, sewing, and all
things DIY, as well as running
(okay, more like jogging) and
skiing. Lily is excited to join the
league and to further integrate
into and contribute to the
wonderful Pelham community. 

Livia Higgins Born and raised
in Texas, Livia graduated UT 

Austin (Hook ‘Em Horns) and
received her MBA from North-
western University. She has
worked at American Express
for 10 years and currently leads
marketing strategy in Digital
Partnerships and Development.
Livia and her husband John
moved from Brooklyn to
 Pelham in 2014. They have a
son, Oscar (6), and daughter,
Teddy (3), and look forward to
the day when they can travel
the world together.

Samantha Hinton Samm
moved to New York from Lon-
don where she was a member
of the Junior League of London
for 10 years. Upon moving to
Pelham last summer, she trans-
ferred her membership to JLP
and is excited to be a part of
this year’s provisional class to
meet other ladies new to the
Pelham league. Originally from
California, Samm earned her
undergraduate degrees and
MBA from the University of
Southern California, where she
focused in Entertainment. She
has worked for PWC, CBS,
Tiger Aspect Productions 
and the London Olympic
Committee. Samm now
 manages a limited list of
 entertainment clients and
teaches part-time at Concordia
College.  She lives with her
husband Jeff and her three
girls, Frankie (age 6) Georgia
(age 2) and her 16-year-old
pound puppy Pacey.

Nancy Kapplow  Nancy grew
up in Alabama and went to
Auburn University for her
 undergraduate degree (War
Eagle!). After living in Atlanta,
GA for the early part of her
 career and finishing her MBA
at Georgia Tech, she moved to
NYC in the dot com boom.
She and her husband lived in
NYC for 15 years and recently
moved to Pelham last August
with their three children – Kate
(8), William (6) and Caroline
(1). Nancy is the CFO/COO 
of Interbrand, North America. 

Natalia Katchoura Natalia was
born and raised in Russia. After
graduating University with a
degree in Applied Mathematics
and Computer Science, she and
her husband moved to Montreal,
Canada where they lived for
 almost 14 years. Their two sons
Maxim (who is now 7) and
Roman (now 5) were born
there. In Montreal Natalia was
working as a software developer
for different companies. Her
last place of work was at 

Cigna web IT department
where she worked as a senior
java developer for 6 years. In
2012 Natalia’s husband was
transferred within his company
from Montreal to the NYC
 office. The same year she
moved to Pelham. Since then
she has stayed home raising her
two boys. Natalia loves spending
time with her family, traveling,
reading and cooking. Natalia
admires the work the JLP does
for the town and would like to
be a part of it.

Lucienne (Lucie) Lozada
Madey Lucie is originally from
Miami, Florida and attended
the University of Miami for
 undergrad attaining degrees in
both Journalism and Political
Science. After graduation, Lucie
worked as a Media Planner/
Buyer in Miami for a Chicago-
based media agency. After a few
years in the advertising business,
Lucie earned a J.D. from
 DePaul University College of
Law in Chicago, Illinois. While
in Chicago, she worked at the
Cook County Public Defender’s
Office, specifically in the felony
trial division. She also has
 experience in family law, real
estate law, and regulations
within the banking industry.
Lucie currently works as a Vice
President in Compliance at a
global financial institution. 
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Leadership Training

Association of Junior League International Inc. 
Annual Conference in Atlanta, GA

Annual Conference was jam-packed this year with workshops 
on topics such as member engagement, fundraising, networking,
community impact and marketing.  We celebrated League
 accomplishments including our own 75th Anniversary!  

The keynote speaker for the Conference was Carlotta Walls
LaNier, who was part of the Little Rock Nine, the first African-
American students to attend classes at Little Rock Central High
School in Arkansas in 1957.  After the keynote, there was a
 reception at the National Center for Civil and Human Rights 
and great discussions on diversity & inclusion in the League. 

President Melissa Mulrooney Deighton attended for the JLP 
and had a great time networking with the other Westchester
Leagues and welcoming new AJLI President, Carol Scott.  

On Friday February 26 and Saturday February 27, JLP members
Sing Duffy, Michele Egan, Maggie Shaw, and Lidia McCarthy 
attended the  Liberty Learning Exchange hosted by the Junior
League of Philadelphia. It was  attended by 30+ regional leagues
from Virginia to Nova Scotia. It was a great forum to meet other
league members and  exchange stories and ideas.

The event kicked off with a welcome reception held in JL of
Philadelphia’s successful and highest revenue-earning Thrift
Shop. Afterwards, the JLP members attended an intimate round
table dinner with fellow members of the Junior League of
Philadelphia and the Junior League of Charlottesville, VA. 

On Saturday, Feb 27, the  Exchange was a full day of Breakout
Seminars on a wide range of topics from Leadership and
Fundraising to Membership and Marketing. What a great
 networking and learning experience!

Liberty Learning Exchange 

Joint October GMM 
with JL of Bronxville

Over twenty JLP members joined the Junior League of Bronxville
on October 21, 2015 for a special joint training opportunity 
with AJLI’s own Vicki Clark. Vicki is a noted facilitator, consultant
and trainer and has devoted the past 30 years to building capacity
in organizations and inspiring community leaders.  The topic 
was “The Junior League — A Superior Investment for You.” 
We discussed how to really live our mission and put ourselves 
first to be effective leaders in the community.  

President-Elect Nancy Hawkins attended AJLI’s 
Winter Leadership  Conference and came back
 motivated to take on her role as President. She 
may have also  purchased a few t-shirts!  

Annsley Slawsky Annsley is
originally from Woodbridge, CT
and graduated from Bucknell
University. She worked in book
publishing for 16 years.
 Annsley and her husband
moved to Pelham in 2010.

Amy Stamp (not pictured) Amy
moved to Pelham in September
2015 with her husband and 3
kids after living in NYC for 
15 years. When her youngest
started to walk, she and her
husband realized it was time to
leave their 2 bedroom, walk-up
apartment. After 15 years
 working as a sales trader for
 AllianceBernstein, Amy is
 currently enjoying time at home
with her kids as everyone gets
acclimated to their new town
and schools. Amy graduated
with a degree in Finance and
Economics from Boston
 College, and she is looking
 forward to getting involved in
the Pelham community. 

Emily Upshur After ten years in
Brooklyn, Emily and her
 husband moved to Pelham in

late 2014 with their two young
sons, ages 5 and 2.5. After
 receiving a Ph.D. in clinical
psychology and a masters
 degree in child development,
Emily began practicing as a
 licensed clinical psychologist 
in NYC. She holds a faculty
 appointment at Mount Sinai
Medical Center where she
 supervises clinical trainees and
is also the Clinical Director of
the Center for Child Trauma
and Resilience. She has spent
much of her career serving
 underserved communities, as
well as keeping up with a busy
private practice. With her
 (limited) spare time, Emily
 enjoys spending time 
with friends and family,
 cooking, baking, eating, and
listening to music. 

Jaime Webb Jamie and her
husband Ryan, recently moved
from Brooklyn to Pelham and
are excited to be a part of this
special community.  Jaime
works at Amazon subsidiary,
MyHabit.com, where she
 manages the women's buying
team. She has two daughters,
Parker (4) and MacKenzie (2)
and likes spending her free
time running, playing tennis,
and reading.

March GMM - Presenting Powerfully
We had the pleasure of hearing
from our very own active
 member, Kimberly Davis at 
the March GMM. Kimberly 
is the founder/director of
 OnStage Leadership which
 provides development programs
to organizations world wide
around authentic leadership,
communication skills and

 engagement and is the author of Brave Leadership, Unleash Your
Most Confident, Authentic, and Powerful Self to Get the Results
You Need. We learned from Kimberly that the most important
thing in presenting powerfully is to  connect with the audience and
that a “good presentation is simply a conversation.” If you missed
the GMM and would like to learn more, reach out to Kimberly.



on the gala, search for PE, and
new accounting system. 

December 7, 2015

Board heard fund development
updates about LUP and the gala.
The Board did not approve the
revised provisional project and
request follow up. [The project
was later unanimously approved
via email on 12/11/15]. The
board discussed the January
GMM agenda and formed a
slating committee to assist with
nominating and placement.
Board discussed that the back
pack program might not be a
good project going forward due
to the amount of work needed
to get it done, as DeCicco’s does
most of the leg work. 

January 5. 2015

Board discussed reaching out to
groups interested in grants, as
the applications are due January
15th. The provisional project is
underway. Board got an update
on the gala and discussed needs
for the auction. The President
Elect is booked for winter con-
ference and the President will
go to annual conference. Other
members are invited to a re-
gional training conference in
Philadelphia. The board re-
ceived an update on nominat-
ing and placement for next
year’s board slate. Placement
questionnaire will go out to
members at the January meet-
ing. Board members discussed
the possibility of keeping board
positions for two years. For the
Communications Council, the
Board discussed adding roles
for Social Media and Marketing
Officer. The Board also dis-
cussed adding two Activities
and Social Chairs. 

February 2, 2016

The Sustainer reps suggested
opening the February dinner
meetings to sustainers. Board
received an update from nomi-
nating and placement chair. The
Board discussed planning a
joint event with the Junior
League of Bronxville on March
7.  The event will be held at The
Picture House, where we’ll show
“A Place At the Table” - a movie
about hunger and food insecu-
rity.  It will be free to the public,
however, we are asking for cash
donations at the door to offset
our cost of $400.  There will be
a panel afterward and a Q & A
session.  There will possibly be a
food drive as well. Four mem-
bers are going to Regional
Training in Philadelphia. Provi-
sional project is proceeding
nicely. Fund development VP
gave update on gala. Vision and
Development Chair gave update
on status of town hall GMM,
next steps and February GMM
discussion points.

March 29, 2016

The provisional project is about
finished. Their survey results
have been analyzed and will be
presented at the March 1st re-
veal event at Meridian Risk
Management’s office space.
Board discussed the status of
placement surveys and the need
to revamp them and make them
online for next year. Annual din-
ner home found. DIAD update
presented. The proposed board
slate was discussed, voted on
and approved. The Community
Outreach Chair presented her
grant recommendations. The
board approved the recommen-
dations for the JLP grants. The
members who went to the re-
gional training in Philadelphia
reported back. Fund Develop-
ment VP gave update on gala,
including the purchase of new
software for auction items. Vi-
sion & Development Chair pre-
sented feedback from February
dinner meetings. Overall mem-
bers want to make a bigger im-

pact on the community. If they
feel they are making a bigger im-
pact, they will be more willing to
spend more time volunteering.

April 5, 2016

Board approved provisional
members to become active
members of the League. Board
approved annual conference at-
tendance expenses of President.
Board approved leaves of ab-
sence for 2016-17. Board ap-
proved 2016-17 budget
presented by Treasurer. Vision
and Development chair pre-
sented draft vision and pro-
posed going back to the
Research and Development
Committee next year to find
needs in and around Pelham.
Board discussed opportunities
to volunteer at the Civics’
Olympics in June. President
proposed a new project for the
2016-17 slate. Fund Develop-
ment VP presented on the suc-
cess of the gala. 
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GMM Minutes

September 15, 2015

At the first GMM of the year,
we discussed the successful
DIAD Project Back to School
Supply and the launch of our
new website. Our Communica-
tions team presented on the
new website and how we can
best promote the League in the
community. Postings was avail-
able for members to take. We
had a successful provisional
session in September and pro-
moted the Oktoberfest ticket
sales. There was an update on
the 75th anniversary gala. Proj-
ect chairs gave an update on
the projects for the year. 

October 21, 2015

We teamed with the Junior
League of Bronxville for our
October meeting and met in the
Bronxville Public Library. Guest
speaker Vicki Clark gave the
presentation, “The Junior
League – A Superior Investment
for You.” Vicki is a noted facili-
tator, consultant and trainer.
She has extensive experience
working in the nonprofit, gov-
ernment and private sectors.
Her work includes numerous
specialty areas including; board
development, inclusion and di-
versity, leadership, strategic
planning, program develop-
ment, volunteer resource
 development, and effective
communication. Our President
also recapped Oktoberfest,
 promoted our Roundtable, pie
baking and Light up Pelham. 

January 19, 2016

Members were reminded about
saving the dates for our 75th
Anniversary Gala, February

Dinner Meetings and to fill out
the provisional class survey at
lovepelham.com. The Vision
and Development Committee
lead a town hall event around
our focus areas. We reviewed
our current mission, vision and
focus areas and the V&D’s work
to date. Members discussed
where they wanted to focus the
League’s impact (where we want
to spend most of our human
and financial resources). Mem-
bers want the League to stay fo-
cused in Pelham and also want
projects that both make the
largest impact on our commu-
nity and on membership en-
gagement. Most of our
members want some flexibility
when it comes to our focus and
don’t want to be wedded solely
to teens or downtown improve-
ment. Members want to make a
difference in Pelham and its
surrounding communities.
Members want to focus more
on the at-risk community.
Some members didn’t feel like
they were making an impact,
whether it’s because the project
they are working on isn’t fo-
cused on a need they value or
because the amount of time/ef-
fort necessary to put in isn’t im-
pactful. We decided to continue
the discussion at our February
dinner meetings. The meeting
ended with project updates. 

March GMM

Kimberly Davis, Founder/Di-
rector of OnStage Leadership
lead a presentation on “Pre-
senting Powerfully.” Kimberly
discussed that the most impor-
tant thing in presenting power-
fully is to connect with the
audience. Kimberly discussed
the importance of maintaining
eye contact, not fidgeting and

not trying to make yourself ap-
pear smaller. Christi Klossner
presented the Board of Direc-
tors slate for 16-17 and ap-
pealed to candidates for open
leadership roles. We also had
project updates. We discussed
whether to continue the Back-
pack Program, given that De-
Cicco’s now does the shopping
and bagging of backpacks.
Look to have DeCicco’s deliver
the food next year and we only
fund this project. Members
Lisa Horten and Erin Ginsburg
presented a new project pro-
posal for CSA dinners.

April 19, 2016

Members discussed the gala and
kudos was given out to the Gala
Committee members. Date an-
nounced for Annual dinner.
Placement surveys called for.
Community Grant Recipients
announced and awarded. Done
In a Day opportunities an-
nounced. Board slate voted on
and approved. It was also an-
nounced that we were voting for
projects through an e-survey.
The budget was presented. There
will not be a gala next year, but
will be a spring fundraiser ex-
pected to bring in $5,000. Rent
on the JLP office is increasing ex-
ponentially. Historically at about
$400 and will be increased to
$3,200 starting 10/2016 and then
to $4400 starting 10/2017. We
also announced that the technol-
ogy overhaul is $3,600 for next
three years and an annual fee of
$2500 to Digital Cheetah. The
community grants budget has
been increased by $1,000 to
$6,000 and DIAD has been in-
creased to $4000 (+$1,000).

Board Minutes

September 8, 2015

Board discussed opportunities
for membership training, in-
cluding Vicki Clark – Joint Oc-
tober GMM with Bronxville,
January GMM speaker not con-
firmed yet and Kimberly Davis
booked for the March GMM.
The Board discussed the Strate-
gic Goals for 2014 -2015 and
continued engagement of mem-
bership. VP of Communications
requested the creation of a JLP
public Facebook page and an-
nounced she is making a 75th
anniversary logo. VP of Com-
munity Outreach discussed the
AJLI Community Impact Roll
Out and whether it could work
with Vision Development Com-
mittee. Focus area of Commu-
nity Roundtable is Teen Health.
Fundraising items were dis-
cussed including the gala and
Oktoberfest. The board also dis-
cussed the importance of re-en-
gaging sustainers. Sustainer reps
spoke about sustainer re-en-
gagement possibilities, including
an author night. The Sustainer
reps discussed the possibility of
a sustainer signature project.
Our Finance Council Budget
Review is taking place. 

November 3, 2015

Provisional co-chairs presented
their project proposal to the
Board. Board approved subject
to modifications. Board ap-
proved the AJLI conference
budget. General business issues
discussed, including disagree-
ment over Closerware bill, rent
for Huguenot Church (decided
to keep space and re-evaluate
next year), holiday party plans
and Woodland Park additions.
The Council VPs gave updates
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President’s Cocktails Nearly a dozen past presidents got together at the home of Melissa Mulrooney Deighton for an
evening of cocktails of conversation to welcome Nancy Hawkins as President of the JLP.  Welcome the the club, Nancy!
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JLP 2016/17 Proposed Operating Budget

REVENUE
Advertising Revenue                                          $3,500.00 
Active Member Dues (1)                                    $6,700.00 
Provisional Dues (2)                                           $2,400.00 
Sustainer Dues (3)                                            $14,100.00 
Light up Pelham Revenue                                $10,000.00 
Oktoberfest Revenue                                       $13,500.00 
Sprint Fundraiser                                               $5,000.00
Interest Earned                                                      $600.00
Other                                                                       $100.00 
Donations                                                            $5,000.00 
Transfer from Surplus (4)                                $22,500.00 
Transfer from Surplus (5)                                  $3,600.00 

                Total Revenue                                    $87,000.00

EXPENDITURES

Administrative
Audit Fee                                                              $2,000.00
Bank Charges                                                          $100.00
Credit Card Fees                                                  $1,100.00
Insurance                                                             $3,335.00
Postage                                                                    $750.00
Rent                                                                      $1,500.00
Supplies and Administration                                 $500.00
Taxes & Licenses                                                    $120.00
Accounting Software                                             $300.00

             Total Administrative Expenses              $9,705.00

Communications
Membership Directory                                           $500.00
Postings Expenses                                              $2,200.00
Public Relations                                                      $100.00
Technology                                                              $250.00
Website Maintenance                                         $2,500.00
Technology Overhaul                                          $3,600.00 

             Total Communications Expenses        $9,150.00

EXPENDITURES Continued

Membership Services
New Member Recruitment                                    $250.00
President Fund                                                       $500.00
Membership Recognition                                      $150.00
Sustainers                                                               $750.00

             Total Membership Services Expenses $1,650.00 

Community Affairs
Community Affairs Roundtable                            $400.00
Community Grants Program                              $6,000.00
Community Grants Relations                             $1,500.00
NYSPAC conference                                               $750.00
NYSPAC Dues                                                         $200.00
PACT Award                                                            $150.00
Public Affairs                                                           $350.00
Scholarship                                                          $2,000.00

             Total Community Affairs                     $11,350.00 

Projects
Backpack Program                                             $10,000.00
DIAD DIAN                                                           $4,000.00
Pass it on Pelham (7)                                          $2,000.00
CSA Dinner Program                                          $3,000.00
Provisional Project                                              $1,200.00 
Dorm Room Drive                                               $2,000.00 

             Total Outreach Projects                       $22,200.00 

Volunteer Development
Active Member Training                                      $1,800.00
AJLI Dues (6)                                                     $10,000.00
PALS dues                                                                 $35.00
Conferences                                                         $5,500.00
Incoming Board Member                                      $400.00
New Member Training                                            $800.00
Programs & Ed                                                    $1,400.00
Sustaining Member                                               $500.00

             Total Volunteer Development             $20,435.00 

             TOTAL REVENUE                                 $87,000.00 
             TOTAL EXPENSES                               $86,990.00 
             NET POSITION                                            $10.00

NOTES:
(1) Assumes 71 Actives at $124                                                                                                                             72% Exp Spent on Programs
(2) Assumes 15 Provisionals at $160                                                                                                                     65% Program Target
(3) Assumes 150 Sustainers at $94
(4) To cover Operating costs
(5) To cover Technology Overhaul & Website Migration
(6) Assumes 221 Members at $43 and 15 Provisionals at $32.25
(7) Includes $1,500 in rent

Fund Development 
Council

Assistant Treasurer
Tracy Shekane

Event Based Fundraising
Committee 

(Fall - Oktoberfest)
Sabrina Clark
Morgan Treves

Event Based Fundraising
Committee 
(Spring)

Tamasine Bogle

Campaign Fundraising 
Committee 

(Light Up Pelham)
Silmara Sucena 
Kerry Buckley

Communications 
Council

Editors-in-Chief
Jennifer Oliver
Lisa Savitt

Public Relations Chairs
Lisa Horten

Annsley Slawsky

Technology Chair 
Brittney Mothner

Eblast Leads
Jennifer DeLeonardo

Marissa Mora

Social Media 
& Marketing Officer 
Natalia Katchoura

Postings Editor 
Melissa Mulrooney Deighton

Membership 
Council

Nominating & Placement
Christi Klossner

Membership
Xaira Ferrara

Tyson Newton Stephens

Programs & Education 
Audrey Beerman
Gem Benedict

Social & Activities 
Jennifer Condon
Lily Harrington

Community Outreach 
Council

Community & Public Affairs 
Romina Levy
Kimberly Davis

Research & Development 
Smeeta Khetarpaul
Bridget Messina

Project Chairs

Food Rescue Run - 
County Harvest
Lisa Savitt

Pass It On, Pelham!  
Jennifer DeLeonardo

Devie Perry

CSA Dinner Programs
Brittney Mothner & Lucie

Lozada-Madey

Dorm Room Drive
Melissa Mulrooney Deighton

DIAD/DIAN/DIAM
Sabrina Clark, Meredith
McGinn, Penny O’Brien

& Selina Regan

Standing Committee Chairs

Junior League of Pelham
Account balances as of May 31, 2015

TD Operating Checking $70,825.39 

TD Operating Money Market $147,824.01 

TD Signature Project Checking $12,467.51 

TD Signature Project Money Market $14,478.34 

TOTAL $245,595.25

Fund Development VP
Erin Ginsburg

Communications VP
Sing Duffy

Membership VP
Liz Perreten

Community Outreach Co-VP
Lidia McCarthy 
Community Affairs
Maggie Shaw 
Project Manager

Board of Directors and Committee Chairs
League Year 2016 - 2017

Board of Directors

President
Nancy Hawkins

President Elect/Planning VP
Lisa Hill-Ries

                                            Treasurer                                                             Secretary                                                   Sustainers at Large
                                   Michele Egan                                              Kristin Austin                              Renee Gallagher & Betsy Brady 



this year and was able to promote our
 accomplishments and service. She put
 together a social media campaign that
helped shift public perception of the League
and raise community awareness. Our new
website, new eBlasts and Postings all looked
fabulous this year. Members commented
that “Sing is always pushing every member
to contribute, giving credit where due, 
and being a true cheerleader in the
 community for the JLP. She inspires me!”
Congratulations on winning the First Year
Active Award, Sing! 

Lisa Hill-Ries

Lisa served as Fund Development VP this
year, a very ambitious position for a first
year active. And boy did she deliver!
 Working along side the Oktoberfest 
co-chairs, Oktoberfest was a successful
community event and fundraiser. Light Up
Pelham hit all fundraising goals. And then
there was the Gala, which exceeded all
imaginable fundraising goals. Members
who nominated Lisa said: “Lisa’s work on
the Gala was phenomenal. Her tireless

work made it the event of the year” and
“Lisa’s commitment and enthusiasm is
contagious.” Congratulations on winning
the First Year Active Award, Lisa! 

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR
AWARD – Tyson Newton Stephens

This award was established in 1991 to
 commend an active JLP member who 
has demonstrated the positive power of
 volunteerism through her outstanding
 volunteer contributions during the current
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JLP Annual Dinner was held on May
17, 2016 at the lovely home of
 Sustainer Representative, Sandra Epes.

Thank you to Suzanne Dudek, Diandra
D’Amico and Michele Egan for all their
help with the preparations. Members
 enjoyed a fantastic dinner catered by
Depot Dave and amazing desserts from
Girl Next Door (Lisa Hill-Ries). We
 celebrated our achievements of the past
year, introduced next year’s leadership
team and gave out our annual awards.
President Melissa Mulrooney Deighton

passed the infamous gloves and gavel to
Nancy Hawkins who will be our next
 President of the JLP! 

THE FELICIA BREWER 
FIRST YEAR ACTIVE AWARD –
Sing Duffy & Lisa Hill-Ries

This year’s first year active class has been
amazing. It came as no surprise that the
committee had a difficult time choosing
just one woman for this award. As such,
the award went to both Sing & Lisa. Both

women possess great enthusiasm for life
and for voluntarism, are natural leaders,
and make the community a better place 
by their presence in it.

Sing Duffy 

Sing stepped up to fill an open Communica-
tions VP board position and she hit the
ground running! She has been instrumental
in making sure the JLP has a positive media
presence. She gracefully navigated the new
landscape of 3 print newspapers in town 
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League year and was awarded to Past
 President, Tyson Newton Stephens. Tyson 
is being being honored for her hard work as
Gala Co-Chair this year. She is recognized
as having gone above and beyond that role
description. It’s not often that Past President
comes back to run a Gala. She motivated
her team and stayed true to her vision for
the event. She is a wonderful mentor to new
members and a tremendous asset to the
League and the community. Members

 commented that Tyson is a “fantastic,
 inspirational person whose enthusiasm is
infectious” and that she “truly embodies
our mission.” Congratulations, Tyson! 

ELIZABETH I. JUNOD AWARD –
Candice Ripoll

Named in honor of the last President of
the Pelham Service League and the first
President of the Junior League of Pelham,
this award is given annually to a Sustainer

who continues to make an outstanding
 active contribution to her community.
This year’s recipient is Sustainer
 Representative Candice Ripoll. Candice
has been a member of the JLP for over ten
years.  After going Sustainer in 2011, Can-
dice served two years as PTA Co-President
for Hutchinson Elementary, has been a
Girl Scout Troop Leader and is currently
President of the PTA Council. She is a
truly a gift to the Pelham community! 
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Vacation Specialists 
~ Dreamweavers

69 Pondfield Rd, Bronxville, NY 1070

OUR GOAL is to deliver memorable design & print services to our clients and to help them increase their bottom line and  visibility
with great looking marketing materials and event programs that reflect who they are to the local community and beyond.

DESIGN
Logo Creation
Event Booklets

Invitations
Brochures

Digital & Print Ads
Marketing Materials

PRINT
Event Booklets

Variable Data Printing
Direct Mail/EDDM

Postcards
Signs & Banners
Promotional Items

DIGITAL
Websites

eCommerce
Interactive Newsletters

Email Blasts
Banner Ads 
and more…

525 Fifth Ave  |  Pelham NY  |  10803
738-6066  | info@oidny.com  |  www.oidny.com
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Have you visited the
new JLP Website?

We are very excited about
the launch of our new
 website. Check it out at
 jlpelham.org. With a fresh
new design and  mobile-
friendly interface, it is intu-
itive and easy to navigate.
Hope you enjoy using it.
By now, all of the mem-
bers, active and sustainer,
should have received an
email with instructions
from technology@jlpel-
ham.org on how to set up
your username and pass-
word for the members-
only part of the site.
Please take a moment to
set up your password so
that you're able to easily
access the website.

If you have any questions 
in the meantime, please

reach out to
technology@jlpelham.org.



The Junior League of Pelham
PO Box 8147 

Pelham, NY 10803

PRESIDENTS PRESENT
Cathie Arquilla • Barbara Bartlett • Kristin Bischof • Betty Bucher
Bobbi Burke • Jessica DeDomenico • Melissa Mulrooney Deighton

Mary Beth Fisher • Elizabeth Hart • Ursla Huff • Sharene Jones
Patricia McGoldrick • Daragh Murphy • Susan Paine

Barbara Russillo • Tyson Newton Stephens • Colleen Walsh

ThankYou
 BEST PICTURE SPONSORS 
 $10,000
• Meridian Insurance and 
 Joan Solimine Real Estate
• McClellan Sotheby’s  
 International Realty

 BEST SUPPORTING ACTOR  
 $2,000
• Bischof and Bischof, PLLC

 HOLLYWOOD STARTLET  
 $1,000
• Houlihan Lawrence of  
 Pelham

 INGENUE – $500
• Edo Japanese Steakhouse
• D. Ragno Landscaping
• Homeowners/Senerchia/ 
 Bosco Electric

 FLOWERS
• Artistic Manor

 CAKE
• Provisions Bakery
  PARTY FAVOR 
• Blue Dog Wine and Spirits

 NECKLACES FOR RAFFLE 
• La Gravinese

SPONSORS

75
Y
E
A
R
S

CELEBRATING DONOR LIST

• JetBlue
• Joe Lore Design
• Joseph Rutt
• Kensington Paper
• Michele Flaster
• Laura Bernard
• LIVE with Kelly & Michael
• Louis B. James
• Lunaz Salon
• Main Street Pediatric  
 Dentistry
• Manor Market
• Marty Smith
• Mary & Brian Loughman
• Matt & Rosa Polenzani
• The Curtin Family
• McKenna Family  
 Chiropractic
• Melissa & James Deighton
• Meridith & Robby Ohmes
• Missy & James Palmisciano
• Mount Tom Day Camp
• News of Pelham
• Nickelodeon
• Pacia Family Dental
• Panera Bread
• Paumanok Vineyards
• Pelham Art Center
• Pelham Country Club
• Pelham Lumber
• Pelham Manor Fire Department

• A.G. Williams
• Alex Silver
• Alice Pirsu Interiors
• Au Pair in America
• Bayside Travel
• Beautycounter - Courtesy  
 of Paula McKeever
• Bistro Rollin
• Bliss Spa
• Brooklyn Brewery
• Caffe Regatta
• CMB Landscape Design
• Coho, USA
• Colleen & Joe Zale
• COUTUREDossier
• D. Ragno Landscaping
• Dawn Pintauro
• Disney World Vacations
• Domenica Comfort Photos
• Four Corners Bakery
• Gordon’s Carpet
• Homeowners/Senerchia/  
 Bosco Electrical Contractors
• India Hicks - Courtesy   
 of Megan Yuen & Sylvia Rowe
• JCafe
• J. Mileno Photography
• J.McLaughlin
• Kitay Custom Painting
• Jane & Mike Sweeney
• Jenny & Shaun Heelan

• Penny O’Brien
• Prime 16
• PureWow
• Raymond Opticians
• Renee & John Gallagher
• Robert & Monica Gimigliano
• Rockwells
• Rodan + Fields - Courtesy  
 of Laurie Ferrara
• Rosemary Maggiore
• Sergios
• Silmara Sucena
• Sing & Kevin Duffy
• Spotlight Gymnastics
• Stella & Dot - Courtesy  
 of Anne Marie Garcia
• Stephen Byfield
• Stone Barns Center
• Tara & Andy Lyons
• Tara DeCandido
• The Life in Your Years  
 Photography
• The Picture House
• The SOOP Theatre  
 Company
• Tonia Tesoro
• Top 2 Nails
• The View
• Virginia Hartmere
• W by Worth
• Wise Hardware


